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TRANSLATIONS 
FROM THE GERMAN 

IN PROSE AND VERSE 

'^Make us eternal truths receive 
And practise all that we believe! ** 

( Drjden ) 

Printed by E. Harding, 
Frogmorc Lodge, Windsor. 
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THE GIFT or 

THE QUEEN 

TO HER BELOVED DAUGHTERS 

CHARLOTTE AUG: MATILDA. 
AUGUSTA SOPHIA. 
ELIZABETH. 
MARY 

AND 

SOPHIA. 

AND 
WITH HER majesty's PERMISSION 

Dedicated to their Rojal Highnesses 

By the Translator 
ELLIS CORNELIA KNIGHT. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

The following prayers and bymns^ 
are translated from the german ; and an 
attempt has been made to render the sense 
of them as faithfiillj as possible: it has 
therefore been difficult to transfuse into 
our idiom the strength and elegance of 
the originals ; because^ from the differ- 
ent construction and mode of expression 
of the two languages, there might have 
been a danger of sacrificing truth to cor« 
rectness of style ; which would have been 
less excusable in compositions of this na« 
ture than in any other. 

The prayers were written by the 
Rev'd Dr. Seiler, whose excellent ex- 
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INTRODUCTION. 

planatory works on the Scriptures may 
be considered as models of ritiondP and 
enli^tened piety,, which are equal lj< 
calculated to imprOvb the underst binding: 
and touch the heart; The same commen«<»' 
datidn mky be giVen tto these prayersj 
f the Tran j] atbr hak not totally obscured 
their lusti^e by tbo scrupiiloilsly endea- 
vouring to preserve ife* 



The hymns* &¥e firom different An*- 
thors^ and in them' it has* been^ even stiii 
less easf to preserve the chaste ssaipHeit^ 
and fervent devotion of the orrginsk. 
Some of them are from Gellert, whose 
admirable letters and fables are Veil 
known in this country^ 
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RENEWAL OF THE 
BAPTISMAL COVENANT. 



PRATER BY SEILIIr. 

In the mo6t solema maflner I agaili 
repeat the vow, which I formerly madfe 
to thee^ O my God ! aod herewith I 
surrender mjs^lf as thy property^ and as 
a sacrifice bolj unto thee. I faithfullj 
promise to renotince the service of un«* 
righteousness ;; and/sntr^igthened by thy 
grace, to disengage myself from the do- 
minion of inordinate de»res^ from the 
depraved habits of the world, and from 
idlHiat is eofitrwy to-fliy will. I- fotm 
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tbe most serious resolution ( the sincerity 
of which is known to thee^ O thou 
searcher of hearts ) lo love thee, my 
heavenly Father, with filial affection ; to 
have thy omnipresence continually he- 
fore my sight, and to let my sentiments 
be at all times governed by the fear of 
thee. In thee alone I will put my trust 
for all that concerns me ; in thy power^ 
thy wisdom, and thy goodness I will seek 
my consolation ; thy word I will prize 
above all things ; and in all that I un« 
dertake, as far as in me lies, I will en- 
deavour to promote thy glory. Into thy 
fatherly hands^ O Lord ! I commit my 
life and being, all that I am, and possess. 
M^y ipy body be faejQceforth a temple 



Digitized by 



Google 



(Racred unto thee^ and all my members 
and senses instruments wherewith I may 
execute thy will ! may my understanding 
be ever more enlightened by the know- 
ledge of thee, and my will surrendered 
with resignation unto the easy yoke of 
thy commandments ! May all my desires 
and affections be principally directed 
towards thee as the supreme object of 
all my wishes ! Whatever good I may 
hereafter do^ let me never more do it 
from the sordid motive of self interest^ 
or to be seen of men ; but above all things 
with the view of pleasing thee, O my 
God ! of advancing the best interests of 
my brethren and through faith, in good 
Ivor ks^ of rendering myself capable of 
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eternal rewards^ nMnfuIly to combat a^tt 
wickedness botb wklbm me aiid wittieni ; 
to ^r^Tent crimes an4 irregtilaritcs^ witli 
aUfliy ttiigbt^ wherever I m^ fifid them ; 
to avoid carefidiy ^W occasions of sin^ 
Be my constant purpose and determtna* 
tiovi ! To thee let me sanctify ray prospe- 
rity nnrith unfeigned devotion^ by a mo- 
derate enjoyment of it^ by thankfulness, 
and by benefi cenee ; and to thy honour 
wpport all my troubles withresignatioa 
and fortitude. May the meritorious suff* 
eriags of my <iivine Mediator^ and < bd 
example of his yirtueis^ be ever preseiit 
tomy vieM^ ! may he remain my only eon« 
solation A»r the reproaches of my eoii« 
cienee^ the foundation of tny eonfidenee 
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in God^ ihe ruler of my liesrt^ tlie igvettt 
pattern of my life and bciuiTJottr ! witk 
JiUD^ O Lord ! may I aBskt in spreading 
ihy kin^om;withhimbe zealous for 
thy glory ; with bim combat all temp- 
tatiovs ; and^ sustained through big 
iaigbt» overcome all tbe aJkirements of 
4he Wiorld ! Receive me^ O God of wf 
irmti make me^ tbrougfa thy spirit, 
ivhat ib^u wottldst have ipe to be! 
IBtrengtben me /s^ as to be oonatontly 
jKatcblul over n^ a^ctioos, my words, 
jay thoyghts, md all the emotions of nay 
MAil ! thttt with my whole heart I maj^ 
j^CQme pious; that I may never wil- 
lingly consent to a sin ; but be ever care- 
jf«l<tO;pre«erveuii^otted both body.and ^ 
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soul ! How great the comfort for me if I 
continue in this frame of mind well plea- 
sing to thee ! Thou wilt be^ and remain^ 
my covenanted friend, my protector, my 
Redeemer, my Father, and my God ; 
in whom I may confide in every exigen- 
cy ; who will never abandon me, his 
child ; who, through Christ, gives peace 
to my conscience ; fills my heart with 
divine joy, with tranquillity, with hope, 
and with the foretaste of Heaven, what 
can now rob me of my comfort or cou- 
rage ? who shall condemn me, or sepa- 
rate me from my God ? Mountains may 
•depart, and hillh may be removed ; but 
his grace will not depart from me; nei- 
ther will the covenant of his peace be 
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temoved^ saiththe Lord; tbathatb mer- 
cy on me * Behold I have redeemed thee 
I have called thee by thy name ; thou 
art mine** Yes I amthine^ O beloved 
Fatber ! I am tby creature^ tby redeem- 
ed, tby subject ; tbine by covenant, and, 
O name of consolation ! thy Child ! pre- 
serve me in tbis intimate communion 
witb tbee! guard me against all tbe 
dangers in wbicb I might lose my blessed 
inheritance ! Fulfill in me alsotbypro- 
mises, O my Saviour ! I know my sheep, 
and I give unto them eternal life ; and 
they shall never perish, neither shall 
any man pluck them out of my Father's 

* Isaiah liv. x. ** Isaiah xliii. i. 
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hand. *** Yes ! for this caxise t remMii 
ia full confidence that tlie Qod, wbo> 
commeoced thegood woik in me^ wilt 
aho accomplish ii^ even unto thedi^ of 
the Lord Jesus Christ ; in whom I wili 
live and die ; thai I may be his in death, 
and in life eternal ! Amen, 



*** St. loHn X. xxvii , xxviii. 
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A PHAYER BY SEILER. 

LOAD ii^OT MT Vriht, 
BUT THjilBj &£ done! 

poubtieas we slu^uld be much hap- 
pier, O Locd ! if we would bring ow- 
Kelyea to wvk pur tranquillity ia a quiet 
submisftiw to thy di^usatioits aii4 
^jpimatidmeiit^^ timber ihsiji^ j^ fibe puiv 
iuitofour own C9'priciqu8 desires. With 
Wb(it cont^&t we »ho^uId bear our farte^ 
if we never lo^t i^bt #f the conviction 
42iat thy willis always the best ; that 
^tm^ngst all tiie changes of the creatur^es 
Ahe great aim pf thy £OYec«iiieDt jr»- 
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maiQs^ to lead tbe good beings whom 
thou hast formed to the highest degree 
ofhappiness which they are capable of 
attaining ; that I^ as an individual^ am 
only a small and insignificant part of 
the whole ; and that it would be unrea- 
sonable in me to expect that so many 
millions of noble creatures should be 
directed in their various combinations 
and circumstances according to my 
ideas^ and to gratify the desires ( too 
often perhaps the very foolish desires) 
of my wayward heart ! Let me therefore 
in future^ O my God ! obey thee with a 
tranquil spirit; humbly and in silence 
adore and worship thee^ O Lord^ as the 
iole and supreme regent of the universe ! 
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Be pleased to establish in me this foun-* 
dation of a permanent tranquillity of 
mind ! Give me to submit all my wishes 
to thee with the obedience of a child, to 
wait without a murmur the issue of thy 
dispensations, and to be for ever clearly 
convinced that all thy ways are perect 
goodness and truth ! One thing ^lone 
troubles me, O my Father ! that my own 
ways are not always the best. The suf- 
ferings under which I am often so 
.wretched, are they not sometimes the 
fruits of my own iolly? O ! could I 
but be always assured that what I un- 
dergo is a beloved burden imposed on me 
by thy hand, and not a grievous conse- 
. quence of the faults I have committed 
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How painful it is to look on ourselves at! 
the authors of our vexations^ and to be 
obliged to bear what our own miscon- 
duct has brought upon us ! How revi- 
ving then is the consolatfon afforded by 
mj belief, that the Saviour^ Whom thou 
didst send for the benefit of the human 
race, has^ bj liis sacrifice^ annulled the 
debt of my offences; that^ by his wise^ 
goTdrnment iiithy creation^ he even now 
makes good these tny errors ; and that he 
also knows how to direct every thing to 
thy glory and to my eternal welfare ! if 
I do but guard myself against wilful 
transgression of thy commandments^; 
thou knowest not only my weakness^ but 
also the sincerity of my heart ; Ihou ror 
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pairest vrliat I Iiaveliuri by uninteotional 
indiscretion ; and teachest me by mjfallj 
and by my chastisement^ to be wiser in 
future. What then can possibly happen 
to me that is not for my good ? with what 
cou&dente in thy wisdom and goodness, 
O niy God ! I can now<}ti^tlytr^dt)ie 
paths in which thou leadest me ! yes—. 
O Lord ! I will say^ Amea^ thy wilt be 
done!! I: am here as from yesterday; I 
: eaimot see far into futurity^ aitd I dw^ll 
in a small portion of an immeamsable 
•kingdom. How can. I fathom theieoiet 
council of my ruler ; how cau I decide 
4>n the conduct of htmy who appoints to 
Sans add Starstheir course, who knows 
^thethoughtsof Ul minds^ who pdoe- 



Digitized by 



Google 



14 



trates with one glance the millions of 
combinations of all created beings^ or* 
ders each according to justice^ and di- 
rects it according to his goodness for the 
common benefit of all ? How deep the 
wisdom and mercy of God ! Who has 
known the intention of the Lord P who 
has been his counsellor ? why troublest 
thou thyself then^ O my heart! because 
thy wishes are disappointed ? knowest 
thou also what is to thy advantage ^ 
Canst thou foresee the sensations^ the 
desires^ the passions, which may arise in 
thee to morrow ? wouldst thou be faith- 
ful td God and to virtue amidstthetemp« 
tations of undisturbed probperity? Lord! 
Thy will bedone ! All things which thou 
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sendest me^ even my sufferings^ aregood.^ 
AH must tend to the advantage of those 
who love God. In what sins might I not 
perhaps implicate myself^ if the stern 
voice of affliction never called me back 
from the world ! But now when I look 
on the earth with somewhat of a troubled 
eye^ I see for the first time the trifling 
value of its possessions; I mark how vain^ 
how transitory^ how dangerous they are ; 
how little formed to satisfy my mind^ 
or to become a lasting foundation of my 
tranquillity. O ! then my soul longs for 
things of more stability : I am then re* 
vived by the hope that I shall see my 
Saviour^ that I shall see a world more 
perfect. How great is then the encrease 
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6ftny confidence to siudtaia tite cambaif 
How does my tired spirit repose in t1iee» 
who art akme the comfort ofmy heait^ 
Utid my God t So good are thy puiposes; 
M beMficial all the ways in which tiion 
deadest me ! It^rests indeed with thee to 
makeappeai' the most sudden changes in 
my fortune. Often already hast then 
im^einfirtffiitaneously the rich poer^imA 
'the needy rich ; hast exalted thelowiy* 
and hast hurled theuMgh ty from theseat 
'of honour. Nothingaroundmeisistable; 
all is in continual course andmuljli'fari- 
ous efaange. On what shall I take ^M 
(in Amb Uffcortainty P wherewithal ahalFI 
ncmm)le myself when what is dear tofoe 
iadesra^^ ;4)trtwhfii^what'dHtrewe9'me 
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happens ? With this ; that all things 
permitted hy thee must finally besalu* 
tarjr for me ; with'this ; that nothing can 
hurt me while I hold fast that which is 
good: for thou^O Lord! ^'guidest me 
'^accordingto thy counsel^and receivest 
'* me at last with honour. Praised be the 
^' Lord dailj ! He lays the burden on usi 
''but he also assists us to support it. 
''They who seek him and call upon him 
"shall never be brought to shame* Light 
"must shine again for the righteous^ 
"and joy for the pious heart. I tarry for 
"the Lord ; my soul hopes in him. I 
"will be silentj and open not my mopth. 
•<Thou Lord! wilt bring all well ta 
"pass. Amen.'* 
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THE HAPPINESS OF BEING 
A CHRISTIAN. 

''WILL YE ALSO GO AWAY ? LORD^ 

TO WHOM SHALL WE GO ? THOU 

HAST THE WORDS OF ETERNAL LIFE/' 

(St. lohn. 6. Ixvii. Ixviii.) 

With heartfelt gratitude, O mj God! 
I rejoice in the blessing thou hast vou- 
chsafed to grant me bj ordaining that I 
should be happy in thee. How good is it 
for me to comprehend that I, with all 
thy creatures, am placed under the in« 
spection of a beloved Father, who al« 
ways knows and does what is best for vm 
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ailid (or atl ; ivhb hy tBe wisest means 
leads those wba fear Wli to everlasting 
peace^ bears patiently with their weak« 
nes^^ tili'ns tlifeii' ^faalis ib Ine advantage 
of the whole^ and fipaUjr by secret and 
marvellous combinations sets all things 
ifigHtl Thy #«Mihtii M^lliftclbslidltO 
me a dead^ malady which adheres to my 
corrupted nature ; and has taught me 
gMTymfjMw4intiiiyV(ff^!kt^^ Sut 
thM haat rii0#a tt^wy ^rikittdft^fii)* Htih 
d|ite&il|ra]y«lirof 1iM«i% tUcM "^iKk, 
0'«eMcfiil4IiitIf(»!^it<s'^^ 
ndpedtanceHhat I {Mf (5i«iV^lfia^ ctrntd^ 
biitedto7'ilMLre>tO 'ibe <gieiM»iEil 'corriifr- 
ihm, tkfat I fateve tep^iH tli^ ^odEMto 
witb ii«nUttai*, d«Mfa^ «tfe IMiMgr 
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tk«r8^ WK»t M ta bfcmqe of ^eif tib^ 
.|pEeMi9P»i4»U 0||#3ii]Mft4 ? Or lum i«- 

•MiM sis all«i4fl iMt brfi^ Atrtb jim- 
ipijclimiTiNt? Or hmr ooMldal ihnvLj$s 

4MKfe fnMMMr wtfie f^? ^Msfe ^ 
.VP«»«lM>Qao!diofMefiy!ibriaiMltng 

i|B8twio«iOB! It mU'Wot4kff mm^ltdi 
;il)4diil0<faetet«iiUBUjr.pfrndiedfor nijniBS 
*b<Kt, 4lw|t ifhou'Miglttwt ftmnt onidbanr 
■§ge»ft Ml 'emi «ta is; lAuDa hut maie 
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thy just abborrencey wbich the tram* 
gressor sbould have Mi, in the person 
of thy Son. But that the world might 
also perceive how beautiful and amiable 
18 virtue^ thou bast permitted it to ap« 
pear with all its heavaily splendour in 
the image of the Most Holj^ All will 
be reinstated in bim^ my Lord and Sa- 
viour Jesus Christ ; the demands of eter- 
nal justice fulfilled^ the human racere* 
formed^ and all nature hereafter be re* 
newed and restored to its pristine beauty 
and perfection. And am I also to take 
part in this glory ? Through thee^ O roj 
divine Mediator ! is my redeemed soul 
to arise from its earthly dwelling, to be- 
hold the new kingdom of truth and rigln 
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teousness^ to worship thee with all the 
children of the Most High, and to serve 
God for ever in the garh of honour and 
sanctity ? O mj soul praise the Lord« 
and my spirit rejoice in God^ my Sa* 
Tiour ! How wretched I should be if I 
could not speak peace to my conscienl^ 
hy being taught these beneficent mys- 
teries! How anxious if with the uncer- 
tainty of the sceptick^ who torments 
bimself with the appearance of wisdom^ 
I wavered like a reed^ and had no certain 
liope in life^ no well grounded consola« 
tion in death ! Thanks be to thee^ O 
Father! for having enligthtened me 
through thy word^ and for having re« 
imJed to me these important truths I 
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9ie for vail Abe Jiklhes «af bis iMw^ aoA 
faviour ? Tjitut I^ould id^« w^umi- 
fill aifd deject^ t^ffj 49Fm?itt Hod CQa- 
au«ieai\)r \t^f^,mkd niiHiiiAciereiran the. 

tbe world il^iibautvftbaaiigiti tpilMsel* 
M^]» i(}bQ€ti£iil #si(rttstii^4o^ gMd^ 
Bea8^«i4j supportedib|y^&i8>^a»e.^*ie 
^{(By in itiaith&UoMmicd to4iii«^ 

he ^M ^Hdm se^ tetnMnpm to ^faikiw 
4bei)Mlt»laitii9^ tttdvttodtlriiiMialjbjti^ 
£#r afcB0i(li ti^a »itkgif»hBt80»n beawe 
p)flfi9J«&AB^Brif) IcnreGiod, ^ haiftm 
all wUtmlfikmammtmm&mimaM 
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fare^ to be satisfied with his dispensati* 
ons^ to be enabled to ask and hope all 
that is good from his paternal kindness ! 
How delightful the sensation of internal 
peace which accompanies the resolution 
and sincere endeavour to act constantly 
with rectitude and generosity ! Were all 
men to support each other in social uni- 
on^ to bear with patience the faults of 
others^ and not envy their prosperity; if 
they were slow to anger^ willing to for- 
give^ and honestly active to promote the 
general good^ what a blessing would it be 
for mankind! what a paradise would be 
this earth ! And thi& is what the precepts 
of our religion demand. Were they ge- 
nerally followed this ib whatthey would 
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prqdu.c^.. It i^ true that^ M^ avCliristiw^ 
I, must Qc^ ^lloMT ^v^ thing ta mjr 
Ivea^rt ; afid^it U. noi ^]fwyi$ 6937 for raa 
t9 dp^itl)PUltMrlWit agp^rs pleasing, to 
nj^e ; but even tbi9 gr^udeRt, self GOotrQuL 
U th.e Y^.ork a|i4<8)gii.o£i:eason,eiUigliiK 
euedbj God, Mmijare the a4vaiitagw 
arisip^ fmm.it, to iqankipdL Aloderation^ 
1414 tfn^p*raweilnrc«Ear,ve health.; oeco- 
iHwajr aiidil4w»tr7fS«ciiretf)roni|^overt7 ; 
siqcerity ia word« ^ deed render me. 
^prthj of th^ ejite^m B^d affection < of 
gp94 i^ep. Ijt.is atallti^Qep adyantagp*- 
osfji toliiie YUtnow^ ajwajs^dangerouata) 
b|^ i^ie^ed^ How ciuQpfwed ;must I^feel 
when I hare quieted the^stomijof p^«» 
•|(»J%JW *WWi wh¥*X.hfgJ(p.tf bftj 
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ttiMter dffMywflf.tb guide t»Hh t'elsfifn 
tli« biiudbesff 0# iutHdAtiOn, Hoitd d^sife 
fbihiMtn-eajayAettls, ftnd^d be ddiitfent. 
ed with the moderate pleastlres p^tnfiit- 
ted me by God and my conscience! And 
bow numberless are tbe jmre d6%hta 
trbich retiiftiDf)Mriii6Yoengdy nvttb ttfe 
•trJctMt pieff ! Tb« cHlM satl^itioii 6f 
aa aiffectiMiftte fHtfAdsM^ ligfrtentr itH 
bwdeo of My V«eiMio*; tbte bdii/tjr df 
.mliOM k Vh« cb««rf^) sdaMMioftlf^'y^ 
nrmes-aff'tpS^iti ; My itvifntfae TiflMfr 
L porftfirttv b6e«tiM» «iy )>Ieft^u)i'^« wbi^tt 
aott^O Letrd! artpfauntf-td-cfdi^ivii 
ymlk blewittg»iitid Mic^ess. Encretoliij^ 
«ti«iHg(h't« uyso^il tbrddgb tbe ^UL 
i;h^ G«d, tbfe grAlilicatios of ittj^ 
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ifrithes in the joyful consciousness of bU 
love^are the works of his Spirit^ who 
enlivens mj senses^ and satisfies me with 
food and joy. 

My only trouble is that in my combat 
against bad inclinations I am not always 
victorious. My discontented spirit of- 
ten sighs, '^ who. Lord ! shall deliver me 
from the sin that dwells within me. ** 
Be pleased^ O my God ! to strengthen, 
Bupportj and comfort me in my weak- 
ness, and let me never lose the sense of 
it ; but at the same time let my belief 
never fail me! I hear the friendly voice 
of my Redeemer. My grace is suffici^ 
cnt ; my strength is mighty in the weak. 
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I then unbosom mjself tohim ; my troii* 
bled heart becomes strong in faith^ and 
jojful in prater ; I can do all things 
through Christy whose assistance makes 
me strong. If my conscience testifies to 
me that I fear God with sincerity^ no- 
thing can entirely cloud the cheerfulness 
of my soul. I sufi*er patiently ; for God 
is my comfort ; 1 labour with alacrity ; 
for God is my reward* 

Even were there no Heaven^ it would 
be good to be a Christian ; but when 
eternal justice^ when the love of God to 
man^ when the natural duration of my 
immortal soul^ when reason and revela* 
tion prophesy a future life ; is it not 
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fiiBlAmA. to prepare for it by pxxritj of 
heiirt and liolioesB of behMriour f la it 
DOt our fdicify to Uw cheerfully aod 
^ejoyfally in the loveiod fi^ of Gkxi ? 
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A PRAYER. 

*^BB KINDLY AFFECTIONED ONC TO' 

( Romans, xii. x.) 

Omniseietit 6^' ! Thoii* s^eit t1i& 
hearty and^ sinclsrity ift' pleading ubto' 
tbee ; thoutkdOl^vM even tHe nioftt sieercft 
thoughts Mid' emottons^ofitiysoul. AbV 
couldl coneealftoA tUeelliat intlief offl* 
ciaiiiiied»atid^1]^eiiefle6iiee n^liicti Diaye 
hitlterta sk^wn t6wkrds oth^rs^ I^ halref^ 
not been nl^ays ittpelled% thV ptrffest ' 
and^noMest lAOthes ? How often had it^ 
happened that at the tittie when l' pre- 
tended t6 promote thfe v^felfafe of others 
aSne, I thought more of tey self than of 
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my neighbour! How seldom was mjlore 
for other human beings as pure and sin- 
cere as thj precepts might etpect from 
me ! O ! forgive me, most merciful Fa- 
ther ! this unchac^^bleniE^^ springing 
partly from the corruption of mj nature^ 
and partly from my own wilful fault. 
Let thy spirit change myheartj and re- 
move from it all hypocrisy and inordinate 
self love ; that I may indeed constantly 
endeavour with all my strength to pro« 
mote my own welfare, but that I may 
also strive to advance the happiness and 
prosperity of others equally with n\)r 
own ; that when I do to any man with 
my limited powers a service of friend- 
ship^ I may not be so interested as to ask 



Digitized by 



Google 



13 



m9^> «*^^ Mi«il}»v>rt}l;b»4mid« 11I0 

mmf- thy:tifpi«^»u&my OQaii l'> lie wr 
lar pei-e io tm tibm.dkihc psaiae I nm^ 
tt%tmibom moi* Magr ilijr U]^ tcoa»> 
jnitoiinOTiti ^BtffaB>ri:4eaf \my ipn»«Bdr 
illgB I His Oigr viU tiMt I HiwiU drngoaa 

Mitp io^lwir iidk«filige. T«^»«i}cKft«u 
^Umi^mA m^ wilb wioftpy ^povois 
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them according to thy will for a blessing 
to myself and the benefit of thy crea- 
tures. To this end thou givest me so many 
opportunities to rejoice the afflicted^ to 
befriend the poor^ and support the deso- 
late with advice and assistance. For pur- 
poses so laudable and so well pleasing 
to thee I was redeemed by thy Son atthe 
price of his blood ; and he has left me 
the highest example of his admirable 
love of mankind ; O ! may it therefore 
be my earnest wish and my joy to do 
good to my fellow creatures ; to be use- 
ful to every one as far as in in my power 
with the gifts which it has pleased God 
to confer on me : to promote the welfare 
of others^ with good advice^ with praise 
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and approbation^ with prajer and heart- 
felt wishes^ equally with mj own happi- 
ness; and^ like my God and Saviour^ to 
become a benefactor to mankind, O ! 
thou spirit of lore ! Come to my heart ; 
i^hange me into the image of my God ; 
create in me the true sentiments of disin- 
terested friendship towards mybrethr* 
en> who, like me, are creatures of my 
God, redeemed of my Saviour, and re- 
lated to me by the ties of one common 
nature. Give me wisdom to make an ad- 
vantageous use of eveiy opportunity to 
promote the welfare of others ; excite me 
to do good with alacrity and willingness; 
tliat I may not suffer myself to be long 
entreated ; nor encrease the anxiety of the 
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I:iM^ii«^ li«Hlfl« <fa«i»i«ito MiMit lf»^ 
Dttdtof.m^'Mplpf hMigMjP #«Mfc<«t« 
deiiieaMiv#« .b«it<*Ii«nr ^»ilil«tlltiti^M^> 

to MittfMi tlMMwifli fciiAdiio<> |W iMi l' 

quttUaaaad r> ^ i<w ft <haiiifctiii'd i> » l tl 1 1 • 
iRg of n^ bdMiwBee aai jst^^wnrlA' 
niajr art bedtdpteiwMgiotlnry.O GM V 
but raiher Ihat I it^ hmbam »4h»m' 
iDih|ritt«til«aUe-|^iMn8«siid ble«lklg9i 
*' Blessed i»the iMuvwIlo emtfideK^tilMr 
"peep ; tke-Lerd shall 'driiver him'ibli 
"the tiaie of trooble; the Livrd shelf 
" comfort him oa his sick bed ; he shall 
"cause bim to prefer oa thd earth t> 
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^'he who hath pity on the poor lendeth 
''to the LfOrd ; and he will reward 
'' him. The Lord will give unto all 
'*meD according to their works^ praise 
^'Mtf ' itiiincttal life to those who seek 
''his Salvation." All this majst thou 
fulfill in me^ O God ! for the love of 
the Lord Jesus Christy [my Saviour 1 
Amen. 
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AN EXHORTATION TO 
CHRISTIAN WATCHFULNESS. 

A PRAYER. 

O God^ who art faithfulj and in 
whom I trust ! who through thj great 
wisdom and kindness hast decreed to 
turn from me all that might be hurtful 
to mj soulj and to conduct me through 
various trials and temptations into ever- 
lasting happiness ; vouchsafe to give me 
also the prudence to imitate thee in this 
respect^ and to reflect seriously on the 
many enemies of my welfare with whom 
I am surrounded^ and on the necessity 
of being watchful to avoid the snares 
and delusions of sin. From within I am 
assailed by so many bad inclinations. 



Digitized by 



Google 



40 

nicious habits ; from i^ithout bj the se- 
ductive example of a great multitude of 
lipn^r^, by no, nwijc dje^tm^tife ^pinVms 
«q4 PQprerii»itjiQ.QV ti]^4P liiwy >iq«U«« 
qO^iHf tp p)eMiire,jto,lWgpr«,to c»wIm| 
d^jjutiowfvom^jn^tiilv^.aedtrMlli. P ! 
bawfR^wdeirtil wjQml4ibeJqn«tori^ 
niAii) tbom;bt)§fs mlMQ\tt9 «iiu4«t^«» 
inaA7,p/?^U9iiKbkb.ff)rrquiid meif(^«iv«i7 
ild«^ W4 mt!^.1^0pjffimU'jtfiml9i» 

f^M .HiQli9ajt)pR9,,oi:,twnpta4 by ^ 

46ll|jlU>Q^,9f »^»fKl M^U\ H0V^^mi^ 

tnwitaejl liOiui^y >]|0Y still m 
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afj^ioA, me^ibe^ committed. Mrfaicli maj^ 
ruJ9^ ray .happineiw^.rpb meof iny ! p^ace 
ofttnind^. aod perhaps for. evervdeppiye * 
n\$.of tky faxrourl For it remains uiicer'^ 
tain, wjictber«> after the perpetration of* 
a9iiiitlii»\¥fiiLdeeil, I ima^r come to myself* 
agaiQ'^ 09/ eiiebaijoedby^sinsibe ledastray^ 
to; farther tmosgressicxas^Hov^unspeaki' 
abtei would be my misfiryy if I wore to 
becy>me so uafdrtunate as not tolove thee 
anyrmope a&my Fatiier^ O most mepei'- 
ful God ! no mope to loi^k up to thee^ 
with filial confidenee; tm mere dare to 
hopeiwitht certainty in- tby« blessing and 
support ; but on» the <eontrary^to tremble 
at:tbyjiisiicej andto. live inconstant fear 
oS'ih^A on most gvaeieus FUther^. 
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allow me no more to go onwards in 
thoughtless security. Open my eyes that 
I may see^ in all their magnitude^ the 
dangers into which my soul may fall. 
Awaken me through thy word^ that I 
maybe ever watchful and temperate; 
that with a prudent caution I may nearly 
observe the desires^ the thoughts^ and 
the emotions of my heart ; that I may 
well consider what and how I am to 
speakj that I may not offend with my 
lips ; that I may carefully avoid all oc- 
casions of evil ; that I may not trust every 
one ; that I may not inconsiderately fol* 
low the example of idle worldlings : that 
I may avoid the company of sinners ; 
excite myself constantly to the practise 
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of eyeiy virtue bj a remembrance of thy 
divine commandments and promises ; la- 
bour with fidelity in my vocation ; and 
amidst the various temptations to anger^ 
fear^ orlove^ to illicit enjoyments^ to 
light discourses^ and other sins^ I may 
always so conduct myself that the reso- 
lution to fear thee^ and to act justly^ may 
never depadffrom my soul. O! how tran- 
quil I may be^ if I always walk thus in 
thy presence with quiet obedience ! with 
what comfort may I then ^ with faith in 
iny Redeemer^ rely on thy love and fa- 
therly care! Thou wilt strengthen me In 
my weakness^ Thou wilt through thy 
mightremovefrommethe perils which 
might be hurtful to me. Thou wilt> 
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through thy spirit, sanctify my -dcrirtes. 
goverii my thoughts and senses, strength- 
en me to combat sinful' a^p^ites arfl 
temptations^ and rgtaciously ai^tdnfaplisli 
the good work thou halt comVnenced %i 
me. Thou artTaidiful^ O God! ThMi 
Mrilt not suffer the tohetehnptedaboTeitay 
' power of resistaticCji biitwilt mak^tiie 
temptation havemich an ikiOid tfait*I can 
endure it^ and joyfully say : 'God is -my 
shield ; I am assured and fear Bothhig. 
^'Faith is thcTtcto^^-with whicbl oVer- 
'^come the world. I am assured thfitnei- 
'^ther high nor dtep, neither BBgelsnbr 
^'men^ neither things present n^rtoicome 
''shall divide tne from the loYedf God 
^'in Jesutf Christmy LordaJld Satibiir/^ 
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To whom be honour and praise^ now 
and evennore! Amen. 
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DAILY RENEWAL. 
A PRAYER. 

''PUT ON THE NEW MAN, WHICH AFTER 
GOD IS CREATED IN RIGHTEOUSNESI 
AND TRUE holiness/' 

(Ephesians 4, xxiv. 

O God my Father ! who didst in the 
begining create man after thy image ! 
aod^ when he lost that perfection, didst 
make the most gracious dispositions to 
raise him once more to that state of glory 
through the operations of thy spirit; 
with what words shall I praise thee? 
How shall I worthily proclaim thy good- 
ness, in that thou hast been pleased to 
commence in me the great work of the 
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reinstatement of tby dWine image^ and 
bast alreadjrdone so n|UQ^ liQw^ard^ its ao. 
complishment ? While I was yet a child, 
before I could ask it of thee^ thou didst 
cleanse me.from.;my>3i)iSty.. di^st,^ bring 
forth holy inclinations in my hearty and 
didst prepare me for the entrance into thy 
gloriou^Jkingdom. O bhadi butwilling'- 
Iji'^ig^f^ my;3el£staU time&tothasanCf 
tifyiqg.pawecpfJliy spirit rhad J never 
through the natural peryecsitji of my* 
hearjtjor atj^^.not throughmrilfulsuis, 
opp9]Ki4(ai^«pi'eveiitQdthft,^oad vfptk, 
an4 culpably e^rangedfliyselfanew from 
my }i]i;eiie6s,untathfQ!.ca&t <me notaway 
O my. *Fa4hor ! oa this account, from thy 
prc^^iepo^ .and. take not tby holy spirit 
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from me. Preserve in mj soul the good 
resolution^ which I have formed^ to 
amend myself dailj^ to subdue every 
bad inclination^ to renounce all perni-i 
cious habits^ and to become a new and 
holy being. And as without thy divine 
assistance^ I can as little change as ere* 
ate myself, let the seeds of thy power- 
ful word bring forth in me^ O my 
God! the pious sentiments^ the pure 
desires, and the holy resolutions which 
are necessary if I am to be finally re- 
newed and elevated to thy likeness. 

Give me the true wisdom to be guided 
by thy fear in all my concerns. Give nie 
the sentiments of thy beloved Son Jesus 
Christ, that I may do thy will with 
quiet resignation; that I niay in all 
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tllatiwyf^reatostfjoy mayibe toiloreitlieej 
tcriBpetfk^tfilbtlwe ia prayer/to tsoarup^- 
ufanis iimto ^tliee iwith <tke ifemraMy 
«f dev9ti#n^ rtoihpokron^ilie MroriLwitk 
^ quiet andiitaliy indlSeeeacej toMptie 
-diieflyttoi^iiatUst^Mariial! :EediMr>ae 
-Chravigh thy >woid^ i^rklhfhe ^MMuaiy 
^our to^^eeeiaeriifchtiiin0irer)r TirtMe! 

*te self mbMOBOity^f tmqiiil affubtl- 
%j^f^M^i^s^y aDEpft/ibiiiQg^ \^tcm^ 
passion; of imdiflseiMiledelituitylfGnie 
"me uteeogtii of miifd^ to> emnfluiid ^ny 
^ temper^ to'stiMae'iny'-ftfiger^itoiceii- 
"qnerthe aHurenents^^fHhe'snflcsjio 
title orer ihe efxeitemenis offenTy^aiid 
*tHtlrcoiHMuiil'wiAclii^lfmfttopi»^ 
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mgM tbee! \FiU^«ry InvurtfWitk the^sen* 
iimmto of thy4if inerkMFe;that>;Strieqgtb- 

JV|i)9aiyt«r4VPOiUtiy.iMalr&r,^^ 
tiMtttiMy iMwiii.flMiMiiltto the truth 
jtTCQ diBto dtalii ; i^katlhvm^ mot^i^or 
mmytuM oitmaD/«i;tttftiluiimt,(«iijg^ 
^M ksBf tonidflBd fifiiiminwhetlk f igfct> 
^jwApgJMin iilMig iaiiift muwrteMhigb- 

^Afsyi iqy '«9al ibft even^direetcd towiuds 

;tlKe kiiJtatcMteinpliiAioDft^asfarasposn- 

-Ue 9i»ajiiij!b#dj( beja ^mpledacf ^ wto 

theeyiaid mjMirlMlei QSMketjm «ff»i|i^ 
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well pleasing unto thee^ and a continual 
act of worship. Withdraw not from me^ 
O my Father ! thy divine assistance : give 
me at all times the will and the accom- 
plishment : enlighten^ comfort^ sustain 
me ; rejoiceand sanctify me entirely with 
thy divine word^ that I may he preserved 
blameless both in soul and body unto the 
the day of the coming of my Lord Jesus 
Christy who will then make my mortal 
body to become like unto his glorious 
body .O ! how I shall praisethee^ when my 
mind renewed in all its sentiments is form- 
ed after thy likeness ! How I shall rejoice 
when my then immortal body approaches 
thy throne^ and as a new being I shall 
for ever contemplate thy countenance in- 
spiring everlasting gladness! Amen. . 
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A PRAYER. 

CAST ALL TOUR CARB8 ON THE LORD ; 
FOR HE CARETH FOR TOU, 

I.St. Pfeter, Verse 7. 

Now to Thee« O faithfal Preserver 
and Father of thj creatures^ to thee I 
recommend my afflictioD» and the di- 
Terse cares which put me to disquiet. 
Thou alone canst remove them from 
mj heart: to thj wisdom and goodness 
I commit them all. Inihj hands are the 
destinies of mankind; Thou hast to each 
man assigned his daysof hfippiness and 
of sorrow. With all mj reflections and 
endeavours^ I should not have it in my 
power to avert what it is thy pleasure 
toii^q^ase on me. 01 give me but the 
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prudence to comply with these circum^ 
stances. Guide me to the proper means 
for lessening the cause of my affliction. 
Grant me steadiness to trust in thee with 
a firm belief and comforted spirit evea 
in the midst of adversities. Thou art 
the Almighty; no danger is tqp great 
for thee to remove. Thy wisdom knows 
the way to restore me to rest, and to the 

enjoyment of undisturbed prosperity. In 
Thee I hope; Thou art my God> my 
Father^ reconciled to me through 
Christ ; my chief consolation : to Thee 
I herewith surrender all my affairs and 
concerns. Guide Thou the hearts of meh 
my best advantage. Let all that gives me 
pain have a happy conclusion. Fulfill in 
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me thy promise^ that they who faithfully 
seek thy help shall not be confounded. 
Yes, I believe, and I am certain that I ' 
shall yet see the goodness of the Lord in 
the land of the living. The Lord is my 
strength and my shield ; in him my heart 
1 opes, and I am helped. The Lord is with 
thosewhoareof a troubledheart ;he helps 
those whose spirit is cast down. O Lord! 
look on my grief and my wretchedness^ 
and f orgivemeallmysins. Forsake menot^ 
Lord, my God ! Hasten to stand by me, O 
Lord! my help ! whyartthou so heavy, O 
my soul! and why art thou so disquieted 
within me? O put thy trust in God; for 
I will yet give him thanks, which is the 
help of my countenance and my defence. 
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A PRAYER. 

e^MlfrlT rVLYvVHAY U'^Tp THii; LORDj 

AND PUT THY TRUST IN HIMj AND 

Hf.SHALL B|IING IT TO PASS, 

S7: Pisalm. Verse v. 

To thpe» P Father {Who art faithful 
an^ io whom I trust; I recommend all 
mj uDdertakings and designs^ my trour 
bles^. and my cfires*; TJioil orderest my 
destinj with goodness ai)d wisdqip i Thou 
bast thepower to mftj^eftll circum^nces 
tend to mj.hest,adTaDt»ge: butl^^ith 
all th6. circumspection J, c^n lemploy . in 
mj ajOfairs^inaj easily fall pn spmelhing 
cpntn^ry to. mj tirue intercity ,1 knqw.not 
v^kstMlk I«»pp«|i i9: futuKC. I Am >¥t 
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liltle eonfide in the favour and assistance 
of men. A single accident might suddenly 
destroy the greatest part of my hopes. 
To thee^ O Omniscient^ and Almighty 
Ruler of the whole world ! I surrender 
myself with all my designs and occupa* 
tions. Thou hast seen from all Eternity 
what is necessary for my true and lasting 
welfare. Thou guidest the hearts of men 
according to thy wise counsel. Thou hast 
promised that to them who love Thee all 
things shall turn out for the best. I hope 
in thee : let me not be confounded ; go- 
vern my thoughts^ that I may ever do 
what is pleasing to thee. Bless my un- 
dertakings. Guard me against the at- 
tempts of those who are not favourable 
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to me. Lead me but in the ways that are 
well pleasing unto thee. Strengthen in 
my Soul a lively confidence in thy mercy 
through Christ Jesus. Establish con- 
tent in my too often unquiet heart. Pre- 
serve me in the hope of those joys that 
await me in a better world. So shall I 
care for nothing anxiously; Thou Lord! 
wilt bring all things well to pass. Ameiu 
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A PRAYER. 

WHAT I 00 THOU KN0WB8T NOT NOW; 
. BUT THOU SHALT KNOW H£RKAFTER« 

St. John. 13, yii, 

O Lord ! Thj counsels are iuscruta* 
ble! Thou knowest what is ft)r my terop- 
oralj and eternal advantage. I cannot see 
far into futurityj and I discern not at a 
distance the term to which it is tbj will 
to lead me through unknown wa]rs. Per- 
haps the succeeding events of my life 
might be far more lamentable if I ha^ 
not to endure at present this slight na- 
easiness. Perhaps it is thy will to save 
me through this bitter medicine, from a 
malad^^ which mi^hthave destroyed my 
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SouK And how oftea hast thou couduct* 
ed many of thy children through the dark 
paths of aflSiction intaaekeefful, ptoa* 
sing country of temporal happiness, of 
honour, and of pleasure. O Omnisci- 
ent! To thee will I resigirmyseffconsol* 
ed, in quiet coirtent,'\rith sfFFbarve and 
am ; I will not choose hcnr, where, 6t 
how long I might Ktef I will 'give my- 
self up free from care into thy paternal 
hands; will with prayer and diligence 
hope in thy providence, and for ihe rc^ 
expect from th^, by fnith in Christ, 
whatever may be good for me. Finsdly I 
shall discover tSiat thy purposes were tho 
best, and that my wishes ^(nere vaiir or 
dangerous. How joyfully shall Itftauft 
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thee wben thoushalt have brought my 
sufferings to an useful and blessed termi* 
nation for me; with which conviction I 
may then say ; All the ways of my God 
are nothing but goodness and truth to 
them who fear him ; the counsel of the 
Lord is marvellous , and He bringeth all 
gloriously to pass ! O Israel! God is 
therefore the comfort of him who is of 
a pure heart. My soul is tranquil in God 
vrho helpeth me. 
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A PRAYER. 

«0D IS MY ROCK^ IK WHICH I TRUST, 

All that I see around me in the world 
is changeable and subject to decay. Thou 
alone^ O highest^ most perfect being ; 
art through thy own strength ever ex* 
istent^ hadst never a beginning ; hast nOr 
alteration^ no death, and no annihilation 
to fear. In Thee lies the source from 
which all other things deiive their origin^ 
their strength^ and their happiness. I also 
have Thee to thank for my life and wel« 
fare. In whom then should I now place 
my trust in more perfect confidence than 
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in Thee^ Almighty God ! Innumerable 
millions of creetttces Jbaye existed before 
me ; how many exist at present^ and will 
y^t Mise.aJGter n^ ta renwn Iwe fof- a 
short time^ and then disappear from hence 
fov«ver 1 BiiiThM^nyOodl vemaiiiest 
as thoiii «r(v wMt^fMntw^ne^m^ end.' 
Thy poweis4a Mtdeei^iihy eoam^ 
s«Bnd»eterfir«. LeMhisthto'bb4ihefock 
of my confldenee There i$ a Ood $ an^tei^ 
nalj a constauty afr unehaageable ISmind-' 
ation for my trust. ThM^ Father of alf 
beings ! Thee will I ever humbfy worships* 
Thee will I admiringly adore as the 
source of all perfection^ in Thee will' I 
place my chief confidence in es^fy ex** 
igcBcy. Lord Ood ! Thou art onr refuge 
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for fsyer and ever; before the mountains 
wercj and the earth and the world were 
formed^ Thou art God of all eternity* 
From Him^ through Him^ and in Him, 
all things are: To Him be honour and 
praise from etemitjr to etemify! Arnen^ 
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ON THE EFFICACY AND 
BLESSlNtJ OF PRAYER., 

UNTO T^HEE IN AN.ACCEPTABIfE .TIM|S." 

( Psalm. 69. xiii. ) 

Ho^V great is the j^riritege whicli it 
'has t^le&sed the Almighty to gtant td m^^ 
ib coii^tnob with dll his children^ thatj 
When I ebnimune With hiih in 6tiI)ne86/I 
iuay pmt iorth biy heart with kll its 
talres knA sbrrbws ihto'his paternal bo* 
sdm I'D thbu olttsi High ! what kili t, 
AiM, trdviil, abli a»he^/ that I dare to ttsh* 
ture addressing niysetfto thee ? addthbu 
art pleased not only to grant me acce9l 
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to thj pce^ei^, buteTen graciously to 
invite me^ and command me to apply to 
thee for all f ^aat^ with tbemo^t cer- 
tain, assun^nce that thou wilt listen to 
mj'siipplications as long as my requests 
are conformable to thy wisdom^ and my 
eternal welfare. I praise thee with my 
yl^le; heart, O my God ! for this inef- 
fable gpodn^. Alas ! if prayer were not 
our J consolation^ how many of thy chil- 
dren would sink under afflictii^ns ! But 
thy; ; iCpn^fprtable word tranquillizes, 
.strengthensj and, revives all those who 
believe in thee ! and my soul, desolate 
^^^l^jput thee, most gratefully acknow- 
.^l^g^jtbts thygpodoess^ . 
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When Qij conscience TecaHg to. pie 
the sins of past jears; when my ilaily 
faults and frailties fill me with repent* 
ance, shame^ and anxiety ; I then flee 
untn thy mercy in pr^yer^ and I 6n4> 
through the merits of Christ, repose for 
my troubled soul ; when cares and afflict^ 
ions have brokenjmy spivit^aod lin vain 
4ook ^oufid me one^rth for ihesucco^Mr 
of which I stand in need;.! th^ Hf^ 
pro%ph in prayei; the throne ofJijiql>;virlu> 
rules heaven and eartib^i ai)d alsQ my c^Q* 
eerna; of himwhoxai^jturntomy b^stad* 
vantage whatever happens uQto me. In 
t^e secret communications, of faith JiCiin 
j^rust.^y whole heart to this frjend, yrho 
^ knows the best means ta.save f^nd deliver 
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Mto; ^ii%b giTtefttiiellre wisest counsel^ 

'jrhflst lie gorerRS my thoughts so that i 

ifiaynralkftt'theiinrest paths. Often when 

I find <hat tb^lore of God grows cold 

wMhin me, heeaiise my soul still clings 

too ^mif ({h4o dhjecte of saise, I endea* 

9g^m to nrisemyHelftd 'God in prayer^ 

I «t before mj isyes 'his goodness^ his 

mttey, «nd hk 'futherlj affection ; I 

-pntiie^him;for'the o^ei^ow df benefits 

"^bichhettftilyihowertuponnie, aiid'fbr 

'tfltDw i^MBdbttims whitfh he <faas given 

tteki hfB«&bd,tbff Bnvioiit. These t^ 

•^eetioffs'awstketi'ttiy dormant lotire;itiljr 

^liifcewaiiii^faeaH 'begins again tog'low; 

'^arid my ^Gtid'^b^eomes m}' -juy, -iny 'tfe- 

^^^i, and tny^dri^f desire, 'OAeiiWhte 
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1 f^larepr«heit^tbUintfiffer«tf6efbFin^ 
btetliern^ snd still dfttutr find it dtffi- 
ci^H eordiafly ttf fotgiVd s1{tnder<6r^; I 
tlien begin to pray for atl mankind, andj 
by the eiampie of my Saviour, petitioh 
Godf for !Ay enemiM : O ? hb^ ioHn my 
Uttcbaritkbie ditfp^ositidn itfth^cbanged 
aiiidaltered'! H<yvreariiy eAmtionli of ii^ 
Aiver8Kl'b0n<\dlten€eand brdtberly loVe 
aTH cMited in meV Pleasikre huBm itb 
etfipire>MPb€ti I coiiverfe intinkattty with 
the Moftt H<o)y ; avw ice hti no p(»wfe1r 
oHerth^y when I raj^itatd the' Fatbdr 
for everUsting treamires, foi^ righleons- 
iiegsj' p^ee^of nlitkl, and streitgtli' df 
8(»ttlifoi*^H^WKiUc!B^. I Gkn never bee- 
}eviillMl^illPpl4de*wliiM I^^ftiib^llUittblJr 
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temiotl mjself of mj faults before God 
in prayer. I can nerer long torment those 
with whom I live by peevish impatience, 
whilst I often breath out my thoughts 
to him. who has born with me patiently 
for so many years. O how strong I feel 
myself in the labours of my vocation^ 
when I pray J How greatly is my confi* 
denc« in the help of God encreased ! 
How powerful becomes my faith when 
I pray ! when I remind my heavenly fa* 
ther of his promises^ his truths his cove- 
nant^ and of the suffering* of my Divine 
Mediator ! My heart then hopes in him^ 
and I can almost say that I am already 
helped ; for I cast all my cares oo him 
wlip eternally careih lor me. How sa- 
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lutary it is to have God always before 
our eyes in prayer ; to take comfort in 
his wisdom and goodness; to strengthen 
ourselves in virtue by reflecting on his 
righteousness and Justice ; to reform and 
model ourselves after his sublime image; 
and frequently to remember how vain 
are the joys of this worlds how unstable 
is every thing under the sun^ and how 
undeserving of our affection all that is 
transient ; while God alone is worthy of 
our love and capable of rendering uf 
truly happy I 

Spirit of prayer^ and of the love and 
fear of God ! preserve in my soul thest 
tsood reflections! Bring forth thoft 
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devout aspiratiofiis^, ^hich are knomo to 
God alone^ when I caanot otherwise 
pcaj ! Saaciifj my whole hearty that tht 
ufiecing of my lipa^ unclean by Bature^ 
may be well pleasing unto God! Esta-» 
blub m^ faitb; inflame my frigid tem« 
fat. witb the love of my GreatoPji thal^ 
aamucb aa in me Ues, I may raise, niy 
tbougjht» unto btm^ resign mjiseJf eon* 
8tan% unto him^ petition him for all 
thai is. g9od>. sanctify all with thanks^- 
giving,, and perfornifaU 'things to his 
praise. Then may this or tbajtadvaotage 
be wanting^ or fade away; may the 
jjidg^mei^ts of . meu. d#fani<9 me^ may 
friendsbe falsej.aQd«enemie8K>ulrAgeott«; 
may. the. whole^ MH^rld fojr9alQe me^i^ to 
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thee^ O Lord ! I pray in all these timet 
and circumstances ; and thou , O Lord ! 
hearest my yoice^ and \ouehsafest to 
help, deliver, and comfort me \ O how 
great the blessing that I am allowed to 
pray ! constantly in all situations I will 
come before God in spirit with prayers 
and supplications ; I will commend un« 
to him my repose and my actions. When 
I awake in the night I will commune 
with him on my couch ; and in the day 
wherever I am or whithersoever I go, 
I will think of him and.sigh unto him. 
In my joys I will cheerfully thank him; 
in my troubles I will seek consolation 
in prayer : I will consecrate my whole 
life as an offering ui to him through 
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prayer : and in my last hour I will 
breathe out mj soul to him and fall 
asleep praying ; Father ! into thy hands 
I commit my body and soul. Lord 
Jesus ! receive my spirit ! Amen. 
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THANKSGIVING IN 

PROSPERITY FOR 

TEMPORAL BLESSINGS. 

Praise the Lord^ O rny Soul, for 
he is gracious^ and his mercy endureth 
for ever. Who can sufficiently express 
the love of our Heavenly Father? In 
^hat manner shall I celebrate his tender 
mercies ? Too justlj^ had my transgres- 
sions deserved chastisement and punish- 
ment ; and he has graciously forgiven 
my faults, has rejoiced me with the 
good things of his house, and has lent 
unto me more prosperity and honour 
than I could have dared to ask or to 
hope. Father ! I am not v^orthy of the 



Digitized by 



Google 



80 

mercy and truth which thou hast shewn 
unto me. So many are in need around 
me^ and have to strive with cares and 
sorrows in their misery^ eat their bread 
with sighs^ and lead a life of hardship, 
forgotten or despised by those above 
them ; and wh^t am I^ O Lord ! more 
than theVj that thou hast brought me 
forvirardj hast bleased my endeavours, 
hast inclined the hearts of men to- 
wards me, and hast placed me in eir« 
cumstances so advantageous unto me? 
O ! I will praise the Lord unceasingly; 
his praise shall be evermore in tny 
mouth. The wretched shall hear it and 
rejoice, when I share my blessings with 
them. Celebrate the Lord with me, and 
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exalt his holy name ; for he doeth mar^ 
vellous things ! He h^th also done mar- 
vellously bj me. Me also hath he con*- 
ducted happily according to his hidden 
wisdom. O ! happy are they whose help 
is the God of Jacob, whose hope 
standeth fast in the Lord, their God I 
The Lord carethfor the stranger and 
the fatherless ; the Lord hath pleasure 
in them who fear him, and hope in hi% 
name. 

Grant me, O Father ! the wisdoato 
make a right use of the days of mj pre&* 
perity; teach me to look foiward from 
mj present cheerful situation in life to 
a. distant period when perhiqis sorrow 
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and cares await me as well as those who 
are indigent and despised. Preserve me 

from the sin of yanity^ into which we so 
easily fall wUen we have what our hearts 
desire. Make me^ through the operation 
of thy spirit^ kind to the poor^ indulgent 
to the faulty^ and mild to those who are 
obliged to obey me ; that I may never 
forget what I am^ a frail mortal^ whose 
good fortune may soon be overturned^ 
whose health may swiftly be destroyed^ 
nay whose life is in constant peril of 
death: that so I may not proudly exalt 
myself on account of any gift of thine; 
but in all things render hononr io thiee 
alone; that I may be contented with the 
present^ and not be continually torment- 
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ing myself with new wishes. Thou art 
at all times^ O my God! far dearer to 
me than many thousand pieces of gold 
and silver; thj friendship is more preci- 
ous to me than all the favour of the 
greats and all the love of human beingi. 
To thee I will live; thee I will serve 
during my prosperity^ and thee I will 
also praise and celebrate in the midst 
of sufferings. O give thanks unto the 
Lord, for he is gracious ; and his 
mercy endurethfor ever. Amen. 
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DUTY TOWARDS GOD, 

A HYMN 
1. 

O Christiaa! let the Lord direet;> 

And hope in Him secare ; 
His aid paternal will protect^ 

Whatever thou may'st endure^ 
Who trusts his God with filial love 
Has built on ground no stonm can naove. 

2. 

With hearts oppressed by cares and grief 

Impatiently we groan 
From eve till morn^yet want relief; 

Then what avails the moan ? 
Our sufferings do we not augment 
By sadness and by discontent ? 
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3. 



Be calm, O Christian! wait the time 

Allotted for thine ease ; 
Resigned consider how sublime. 

How wise thy God's decrees ! 
He is thy father ; loves thee ; knows 
What suits thy peace ; and that bestows. 



4. 



This sapient Father knows the hour 
When woes, when joys are best : 

Be faithful ; own his guardian power ; 
That power will make thee blest. 

While yet thou weep'st a pray to fears^ 

He soothes thy g^rief, and dries thy tears. 
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5. 



Not always shalt thou vainly bend; 

More perfect joy may come 
Returning^ like an absent friend^ 

Long distant from thy home. 
The God^ who now thy patience proves^ 
Is still a Father ; still he loves. 



6. 



Then tread the path thy God ordains; 

Be to thy duties true ; 
Confide in Him ; his help sustains ; 

His blessings still are new: 
For never never will He leave' 
The faithful who ia him believe] 
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PATIENCE UNDER 
SUFFERINGS. 

A HYMN. 

Fat^r ! firora thee my greatful heart 
Takes joy or sorrow^ hlias pr smart ; 
In thee^ whom nought but loye cau gmdCj 
With full assurance I confide. 

Omaiseieiit ! Thou alone oaost know 
What truly forms imjF .i^eal .w WOB i 
For thou alone hast tunderstood 
What sorrows herebrii^endlesfiigood. 
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A shorter or a longer pain 

Can never be endured in vain^ 

The bitter root sweet produce brings^ 

And fairest light from darkness springs. 

When all id gloom around my head^ 
My soul oppressed to pleasure dead^ 
In thee I trust ; O God ! my night 
Is turned to day f for thou art lights 

Despond not^ hearty be undismayed ; 
For God thy burden on thee laid : 
He knows thy wants ; he knows thy grief ; 
And he can give thee sure relief. 
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Ho^ often Ti^hen mj tears have floifred 
His hand unlocked for help bestowed* 
The night had passed in sad annoj^ 
And morning brought me peace and joy. 

How oft I thought no hope remained^ 
And mourned aloud^ and thus complained; 
^' Where art thou. Lord ! Ah ! seest thou not 
'^Thj servant and his wretched lot ?" 

Thou saw'st me weep thou heard'st me sigh ; 
And lo! thy gracious help was nigh. 
Mine eyes were cleared ; my bliss I saw^ 
And thanked my God with gratful awe. . 
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How many souls are doomed to bear 
The weight of heart corroding care ! 
With trials God his servants proves. 
And oft he chastens those be loves. 

Let a,ll who have his mercy tried. 
All who to him for aid applied. 
Let pious souls proclaim if e'er 
He scMiied the paStient sufferer's prajen 

The day will come, or swift or slew^ 
When joy and praise shall spring from woe; 
When grief endured shall sure obtain 
Whole years of bliss, for hours of pain. 
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Before perhaps this life's decline 
The meed of suffering may be thine ; 
Before fliy tears have ceased to flow 
Perhaps may God his aid bestow. 

Look up unto thj Saviour ; when 
No comfort thou can'st gain from men. 
Unfold thy griefs to him above ; 
For great his mercy and his love. 

He^ friend of man, like us for years 
Inhabited this vale of tears ; 
Thy tears are present to his sight. 
And he to help thee has the^ might. 
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And^ help he will. Be not dismayed ; 
He keeps the promise he has made : 
^^ Thee, faithful soul ! I will not leave ; 
'^ Be of good cheer ! la Me believe. 



Digitized by 



Google 



CHRISTIAN BENEVOLENCE 

A HTMN. 

Giant me^ O God ! a tender heart 
To act the kind and friendly part. 
To love mankind^ enjoy their weal 
And all their cares and sorrows feel ; 
A heart devoid of envj> hate^ 
Mean selfishness, and harsh debate; 
A heart to toil and labour prone 
For other's good as for my own. 

Whene'er the needy I espy 
O may I to their succour fly. 
To share with them who hopeless grieve. 
The blessing I from Thee receive ! 



Digitized by 



Google 



96 

But be DO vain Desire my guide 
To fill my soul with empty pride. 
The homage of the world to claim : 
Ah ! no. Their comfort be my aim ! 

May this my true religion be. 
My views though others may not see ; 
My heart be zealous for their good. 
Unknown, nay e'en misunderstood. 
O be they by my care reliered 
With help and counsel unperceived! 
Nor wait I thanks for favours given. 
But serve my brethren serving heaven. 

A drop from the refreshing wave. 
E'er want and thirst the blessing crave ; 
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A glance of comfort I bestow 

On those o'erwiielmed with anxious woe; 

A counsel by my lips expressed 

To those by sorrow's weight depressed ; 

No service sinks^ however small^ 

Unmarked by thee^ Q Lord of all. 

When malice hastes to raise debate 
O let me quench my brethren's hate ; 
And ne'er a slanderous tongue employ 
My neighbour's quiet to destroy ; 
But to his worth give praises due^ 
And hide his faults from p'ublick view. 

Vengeance is thine^ O God of light! 
Thou spakestthe word'^ I will requite" 
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O let me then securely smile 
If man defame me or revile ; 
Grant me with heart sincere and free 
To pardon him who injures me. 
Love him who hates me, and no less. 
E'en should he curse me, him to bless. 

Yet not shortsighted be my view 
My neighbour's welfare to pursue. 
To seek alone his earthly joy: 
Let higher aims my thoughts employ; 
His bliss eternal be my care. 
For endless joys his mind prepare. 
Promote his good with heart and voice. 
And in his lasting bliss rejoice. 
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O give me strength^ my efforts speed 
The doubtful to direct and lead ; 
Their faith to strengthen^ and allure 
From danger's path the too secure ! 

Bless my endeavours^ gracious Lord ! 
To spread thy pure, thy holy word ; 
Deign thou thyself, O God on high! 
My soul's desire^ to sanctify ; 
Through love and fear of Thee to prove 
An active and fraternal love! 

' ^ Who loveth not his Neighbour, ne'er 
In heavenly joys can claim a share. '* 
O be this truth, my God imprest 
Indelibly v^ithin my breast ! 
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CONFIDENCE IN GOD. 



A HYMN 



1. 



Dishonour not with murmurs vain 

The God who framed thj heart for joy; 
'Tis thine life's burden to sustain^ 

And cheerfully thy hours employ. 
The troubles of our short career 

No Christian can repine to see ; 
He strives to make them useful here^ 

And humbly worships God's decree. 
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11. 

Thy lot was cast bj Heaven's high will ; 

Receive it thankfully resigned; 
Content those duties to fulfill^ 

Which with that lot thy God combined. 
His care parental gives thee powers, 

Life^ vigour^ health; thy wants supplies, 
T(i use what He bestows is ours. 

And in that use our glory lies. 

111. 

Good from his blessing may alight 

more on thy neighbour than on thee : 
Thy envy why should this excite? 

Think, who is God ? and who are we> 
Knew He not well the boons He gave^ 

What suited thee and others best? 
If He but rule, protect, and save. 

What fails thee for thy peace and rest. 
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IV. 

Thou lookst with envy od the great ; 

No pomp^ no honours deck thj brow : 
Alas! thej sigh beneath their weight; 

And oft a moment lajs them low^ 
Abundance may not be thy meed : 

'Tis self deceit to wish for more ; 
Abstain from what thou dost not need ; 

Sufficient then will be thy store. 

V. 

O Lord! Thy bounty has supplied 

Enough to give me cheerful days ; 
My grateful hearty be thou my guide. 

Above all anxious care to raise^ 
With duteous zeal thy mercies own. 

Rejoicing humbly in thy light. 
To love, to fear, trust Thee alooe. 

Be ever my supreme delight. 
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ETERNAL LIFE. 



A HYMN. 



1. 



A few short days of trial past^ 

A blest eternity we gain ; 
And changed to full content at last 

Are all complaints and worldly pain : 
To reach the goal hare yirtue tries. 
And there obtains the gl<Mrious prize. 
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n. 

'Tis trae the good^ e'en here on earthy 
Some blissful moments oft may share ; 

But still their jojs in real worth 
Imperfect^ unsubstantial are. 

Man still is man; and his repose^ 

His peace of soul has ebbs and flows. 

111. 

This bustling worlds the body's pains 
Disturb that peace ; and oft concealed 

Within his breast a foe remains^ 
More apt to conquer than to yield : 

While others' faults too oft we find 

Impatiently distract his mind. 
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IV. 

Where virtue suffers^ rice prevailSj 
As often here must be their lot ; 

Where envj happiness assails^ 
And misery's anguish is forgot ; 

What hope that here we long can be 

From sorrow or from weakness free ? 

V. 

Here I may seek ; but there shall find: 
There^ holy and made perfect^ feel 

The worth of an immortal mind. 
Its wondrous worth, its bliss and weal. 

The God of love shall there adore. 

And love and praise him ever more. 
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VI. 



Thy holy will, O Lord ! shall there 
My will and welfare be confessed ; 

Thy matchless bliss my soul shall share. 
And be in its existence blessed ; 

Convinced by gain on gain how great 

Thy mercies and my happy state. 

VII. 

What darkly here on earth I saw 
I there shall view distinct and clear; 

And struck with reverential awe 
Bless wlbat inscrutable v^as here. 

My spirit then with thanks and praise 

Shall own coherence in thy ways. 
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Vlll. 

There to the throne its offering bring 

Where God, my Saviour, is revealed. 
And '' Holj, Holj, Holy, " sing 
. To Him i/vhose wounds my sorrovirs healed ; 
There join the heavenly choir, and raise 
To Him the song of love and praise. 

IX- 

With angels then, like angels pure. 
The joy unmixed my heart shall prove 

Amidst the just^ with step secure. 
To tread the path of peace and love : 

My good shall then their pleasure be. 

And all their bliss a bliss for me. 
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X. • 

Tbprer sihall I gte^t in seiriblance meek 
,* tbeftcacher tf homy Footsteps led. 
The way» of God who bod itie seek ; 

MiHions Of blessings o'er him shed ; 
And from my Saviour's hand receive 
The friend for whom on earth I grieve. 

Perhaps some righteous spirit there 
( May God the bliss extatick give ! ) 

To me exclaims ^' All hail ! Thy care. 
Thy counsel taught my Soul to live. ** 

O God! what rapture! what delight 

To save a soul from realms of night ! 
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Xll. 

How few^ how light our sufferings here 
When weighed with Glorj^'s boundless tide^ 

With jojs still blooming to appearj 
Jojs never never to subside ? 

'Tis but a moment of distress 

Compared with endless happiness. 

FINIS. 



Printed by E. Harding, Frogmore Lodge. 
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